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Consulting on Proposals for Vocational Education System Reform

Portfolio Education

On 29 January 2019, Cabinet:

Background

1 noted that New Zealand’s vocational education system has the potential to contribute 
significantly to the government’s goals for economic, social and ecological progress, but 
faces significant structural impediments to achieving its potential;

2 noted that the Minister of Education’s vision is for a strong, unified, sustainable vocational 
education system that delivers the skills that learners, employers, regions and communities 
need to flourish;

3 noted that the financial instability surrounding the current vocational education model 
means that the status quo is no longer sustainable;

Proposed reform

4 noted that a comprehensive reform of vocational education is proposed, to achieve a strong, 
unified and sustainable vocational education system that will meet the needs of learners, 
industry and employers in all regions and is fit for the Future of Work;

5 noted that the three key change proposals are to:

5.1 redefine the roles of education providers and Industry Training Organisations 
(ITOs), and extend industry and employers’ leadership roles across all vocational 
education through new industry skills bodies;

5.2 create a New Zealand Institute of Skills and Technology, bringing together the 
current 16 public Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics (ITPs) as a single entity;

5.3 create a unified vocational education funding system, removing barriers to 
collaboration and flexibility, ensuring a sustainable network of provision, and 
supporting the wider reforms;

6 agreed to consult on the proposal to create a New Zealand Institute of Skills and 
Technology;

7 noted that the proposals will require legislative changes and other significant change 
processes to enact;
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