
TE ARONGA MATUA  PURPOSE 

The Ministry of Education has been working in partnership with Te Wānanga o Raukawa, Te Wānanga o Aotearoa, and Te Whare Wānanga 

o Awanuiārangi (the Wānanga) to develop proposals for legislative change to better recognise: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE KŌRERO MŌ NGĀ WĀNANGA  

ABOUT THE WĀNANGA 

Each of the Wānanga emerged as a response from iwi to poor educational outcomes 

for Māori in the Pākehā “mainstream education” system. 

HE ARA WHAKAMUA 

Establishing a new framework for constituting Wānanga 

The individual and collective mana 
and tino rangatiratanga of the 

Wānanga 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi/ Treaty of 
Waitangi-based relationship the 
Wānanga have with the Crown 

The unique role the Wānanga play 
in the tertiary education system 

 

The Ministry and the Wānanga have developed a shared proposal to create an enabling 

framework for the Wānanga sector. This enabling framework would allow each 

Wānanga to work in collaboration with the Ministry to develop new rules in terms of 

their purpose, functions, governance structures, and who they are accountable to.  

The Wānanga have delivered ‘by Māori, for Māori’ education and 

achieved education outcomes as a scale that is not matched 

elsewhere in our education system 

The Wānanga play a critical role in the revitalisation, transmission 

and normalisation of te reo Māori and Mātauranga Māori. 

The Wānanga provide tertiary pathways for learners who have been 

disenfranchised from the education system. 

HE AHA E PANONI AI?  

WHY IS CHANGE NEEDED?  

The administrative rules applying to Wānanga do not reflect their mana as 
partners, or the mana of te reo and mātauranga Māori as taonga, under Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi/the Treaty of Waitangi. They also do not reflect the unique role that 
Wānanga play in the education system.  

As a result, these settings have constrained the ability of Wānanga to operate 
and best meet the needs of their kaiāwhina, kaimahi, tauira and their wider 
communities.  

The Wānanga and the Government agree that the Education and Training Act 

2020 (E&T Act) does not adequately:  

• reflect the essential characteristics that define Wānanga;  

• provide for the individual expression of their aspirations; or 

• describe the nature of the Wānanga relationship with the Crown, which 
is different from TEIs and is based on Te Tiriti o Waitangi/the Treaty of 
Waitangi. 

Developing consistent administrative provisions for Wānanga in the E&T Act 

Establishing an enabling Wānanga sector framework (preferred option) 

Developing separate primary legislation for individual Wānanga 

Option 

Option 

Option 

1 

2 

3 

Would allow for greater recognition of the role and mana of the Wānanga generally, 

but it would not recognise the unique role and aspirations of each Wānanga. 

Would allow for recognition of mana of each Wānanga and their unique role and 

aspirations, while facilitating certainty by maintaining a common set of 

characteristics and overall framework. 

Would allow for recognition of mana and unique role and aspirations of the 

individual Wānanga, but there is a higher risk of unintended consequences given 

the possible breadth of change. 

KŌRERO MAI 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

This consultation seeks your feedback on four issues: 

• overall legislative design for the Wānanga 

sector 

• detail of the Wānanga sector framework – 

characteristics and establishment process 

• approach to the Order in Council provisions 

• Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi 

consistency. 

The Ministry of Education will also be hosting 

engagements on the proposed options, with the 

opportunity to provide feedback, and is seeking public 

submissions. 

The consultation is open until 28 October 2022. 
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NGĀ TONO | OPTIONS 

Visit the Kōrero Mātauranga website 
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/conversations/ wananga-sector-
framework-proposal/ and complete the online submission form. 
 

Email us for more information: wānanga.consultation@education.govt.nz  

Register to attend an online hui: https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/public-hui-

wananga-sector-framework-tickets-425436731717 

To participate and provide feedback, you can: 


